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YOUNG ADULTS’ WORK—11 
REPORT OF A LIBRARY SCHOOL SEMINAR 





Survey of the Reading Tastes of Young Adults 





Tuis survey, in which all members of the seminar partici- 
pated, was an attempt to provide the Library School with 
information about the reading and library habits which 
might help in the formulation of proposals for young adults’ 
service in New Zealand libraries. It was intended to be 
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complementary to Mr W. J. Scott's survey, which was in 
the hands of the printer at the time, but the limited time 
available, and the pressure of other work at the School 
greatly circumscribed its effectiveness. A two-page ques. 
tionnaire, listing 43 questions, was prepared by the seminar, 
and is printed at the end of this report. 

Most of the work entailed in getting the forms completed 
was carried out with groups and young adults’ clubs in the 
Wellington Central area, and factories were not neglected, 
thanks to the co-operation of employers and the Wellington 
Vocational Guidance Office. Books selected for inclusion 
in the lists prepared by the bibliographers (cf. previous 
article, New Zealand Libraries 11 : 157-8 Jl '48) were taken 
along to club meetings, and a member of the seminar usually 
introduced the questionnaire by giving a short talk about 
the work of a modern public library, and showing the books 
suggested for young adults. Those dealing with fashion and 
sport were particularly hard to retrieve at the end of the 
meeting, and many people said they had no idea that such 
books existed. Those answering the questionnaires were 
instructed (i) to ask the investigator if they were not sure 
about any of the questions, and (ii) not to answer any ques. 
ion about which they were in doubt. They were told that 
there was no necessity to humour the investigators by answer- 
ing questions in a particular manner, and, in computing the 
results, one was struck by the candour and honesty of the 
answers. In only one or two cases was the impression given 
that the subject was trying to be ‘ smart’. 


A total of 200 questionnaires was completed by 108 
women (70 in the presence of a member of the seminar), 
and 92 men (62). Most of the work was done with groups, 
but some forms were filled in by young people calling for 
advice at the local Vocational Guidance Office, and by resi- 
dents at a Salvation Army hostel. A number were filled 
in by people known to students at the Library School. In 
order to get some representation of rural reading tastes, two 
copies of the questionnaire were sent by post to ten rural 
field cadets who were receiving a special vocational reading 
service from the National Library Service. These cadets 
were given similar instructions to those previously outlined, 
and asked, in addition, to get the extra form completed by 
any suitable person nearby. 
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RESULTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE 


The full results of the survey are too extensive and detailed to 
be incorporated in this article, but are available, on application to 
the Library School, to any librarian interested in work with young 
adults. Some of the results are, however, given below, under headings 
denoting questions asked in the questionnaire. 


Age (Question 1). Like Miss Christobel Robinson, the seminar 
found that it was difficult to define the age boundary, and the upper 
limit was left to look after itself. Likewise was the lower limit, but 
in view of the fact that an exhaustive survey had recently been 
published !_ on the reading tastes of high school girls and boys, it 
was decided to confine the scope of the survey as far as possible to 
those who had actually left school. The greater number, both men 
and women, were aged 16 to 19, but the inclusion of one man aged 
$1 seemed quite justifiable when he was found to belong to a group 
with an average age of about ten years below him. His reading tastes 
differed little from those of the other members of this group. 


Occupation (2-3). Results have been grouped arbitrarily under 
seven headings: 
M Total 

Agriculture 10 10 
Factory 38 48 
Office 12 76 
Shop ) 12 18 
Student 6 18 
Trade 10 16 
Miscellaneous : 2 7 
Not answered 2 7 

Twenty-six males, and 6 females, were apprenticed. 


Schooling (4-5). For both sexes, the most popular school-leaving 
ages were 15 to 17, although one male left school at 11 and another 
at 22. Post-primary schooling was spread fairly evenly over | to 4 
years, with a preponderance of 4-year scholars among the females. 
Four males and 11 females had had no secondary education. 


Schooling and hobbies (6). For 63 interests listed by women, there 
are 303 individual counts, and for the 59 men’s interests, 190. Inter- 
est in sports seems to be shared about equally between the two sexes 
(85 counts for women, 80 for men). Women seem to be more inter- 
ested in subjects of a cultural or aesthetic nature, and also in those 
activities involving contact with people, while in the men’s list the 
stress falls rather on activities of an impersonal nature which involve 
manual dexterity or physical activity. The five highest scoring activ- 
ities for each sex (with counts given in brackets) are: Female, Reading 
(48), dancing (31), music (26), sports (21), knitting and tennis (18 each); 





1 Scott, Walter J.. Reading, film and radio tastes of high school boys 
and girls. Wellington, New Zealand council for educational re- 
search, 1947. 
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Male, Sports (17), tramping (14), reading (13), photography (10), and 
swimming (10). 

Public library use (7—13). Two belonged to the Lower Hutt Muni- 
cipal Library. Most of the rural cadets had been inside a public lib- 
rary, but it was assumed that most were referring to the Wellington 
Public Libraries. 

F M 
Had been inside the library 105 86 
Member of the library 40 29 
Had heard of interloan 36 29 
Had used interloan 5 6 


Forty women and 25 men reported using the adult lending section, as 
against 30 and 35 respectively for the reference department, while 
male use of the commercial section is double that of women. It is 
perhaps unnecessary to remind readers that the Wellington Public 
Libraries still charge subscriptions; 34.5% of the young adults were 
members of a library, a percentage which indicates that the cross 
section approach may not have been as effective as it first appeared. 


Book clubs (14-15). Forty-three women were members of 67 book 
clubs. Twenty-five men were members of 34 book clubs. 


Private libraries (16-17). Fifty-six women and 63 men reported that 
they bought books, of whom 49 women and 51 men could remember 
titles. The first five authors among the women were: C. Dickens, 
T. S. Eliot, E. Bronte, L. M. Montgomery, G. B. Shaw; among the 
men: A. J. Cronin, L. Charteris, H. E. Bates, C. Dickens, R. Llewellyn. 


Reasons for reading books (21). 

4 M. 
Been recommended 55 36 
Seen film 33 12 
Film coming 16 3 
Like author 78 48 
Attractive cover 5 2 
Like title 71 64 
Subject interesting 71 64 
Read review 47 25 


The low score received for the influence of films was rather belied 
by the number of titles listed of books read which had been filmed. 


Types of books preferred (22). Interesting features of the answers 
to this question were the high score for Humorous (64 women, 46 
men), and the low score by Westerns (11 women, 22 men). 


Books read (23). By comparison with the results obtained by Mr 
Scott, it would appear that although the average taste of young adults 
changes according to his years, it does not at the same time become 
appreciably more discriminating. Certainly, Dickens takes a place 
among the first four favourites of both men and women, but he finds 
himself in company with Frances Parkinson Keyes and Leslie Char- 
teris. And his relative popularity in this survey may have been 
increased by the screening in Wellington about this time of two films 


180 





base 
lists 
exp 
pos: 
tran 
and 
Scal 
is n 
disp 
A 
fave 
Parl 
Dic 
\. 
Gre 
diff 
mos 
stan 


P 
zine 
are: 
Nev 
Nev 
a 
y 
rea 
tior 
bei 
to 
the 
200 


based on Dickens novels. If any qualitative judgment is possible, the 
lists submitted by women appear to advantage, and this could be 
explained by the slightly higher standard of education which they 
possessed. An interesting point is the almost complete absence of 
translations from the lists, the only mentions being Dumas, Dostoevskii, 
and Tolstoi. There are no German authors, no Spanish, and no 
Scandinavian. The effect of books which are well advertised locally 
is noticeable. ‘ Farewell Campo 12’, which was boosted by a window 
display in Whitcombe and Tombs, is a good example. 

As far as author popularity is concerned, here are some of the 
favourite authors of women, given in order of precedence: Frances 
Parkinson Keyes, Georgette Heyer, Daphne du Maurier, Charles 
Dickens, Edgar Wallace, Jane Austen, Louis Bromfield. With men: 
\. J. Cronin, Charles Dickens, Leslie Charteris, Peter Cheyney, Zane 
Grey, Dennis Wheatley, P. C. Wren. There seemed to be very little 
difference between occupational groups, although students yielded the 
most promising results. The rural cadets and shepherds showed 
standards which were promising, but conditioned by availability. 


Periodicals (24-28). ‘The relative popularity rating of various maga- 
zines and periodicals proved interesting. With women the first six 
are: ‘ Free Lance’, ‘ Reader's Digest’, ‘ New Zealand Listener ’, ‘ Weekly 
News’, ‘ Pix’, ‘ Picture Post’. With men: ‘ Reader’s Digest’, ‘ Weekly 
News’, ‘ Free Lance’, ‘ Popular Mechanics’, ‘New Zealand Listener’, 
* Life’. 

Young Adults’ Service (38-41). Questions which were asked to test 
reaction to the possible creation of special rooms and special collec- 
tions in libraries for young adults met with full approval, over 75% 
being in favour of each suggestion. The results of the survey seem 
to point to the fact that, if their reading is not of a high standard, 
the main reason is that no one has bothered to acquaint them with 
good literature or the help that libraries and librarians can give them. 


SOME COMMENTS ON THE SURVEY 


The experience gained from preparing and circulating this ques- 
tionnaire would be more than useful in preparing another. It is 
regrettable that only two hundred young adults were reached—another 
200 would have given much more positive results. The seminar was 
unfortunate that no similar machinery to that used by Mr Scott in 
surveying secondary schools exists for young adults. Once they leave 
school, they disappear into the gloom. Yet to a librarian, these are 
the people whose interests must be examined, if a survey is to be 
useful to a public librarian. 


THE QUESTIONNAIRE 
Age. 
Occupation. 
Apprenticed? 
Age left school. 
Details of your post-primary education? 
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. What are your main interests and hobbies? 

. Have you ever been inside the Public Library? 

. Are you a member of the Public Library? 

. If so, which section do you use . . . Junior, Adult Lending, Refer- 

ence, Commercial, Newspaper, Magazine, Branch Libraries? 

(Cross out those which you do not use) 

. How many books do you borrow from the library each month? 

. How many magazines? 

. Have you ever heard of the library interloan service? 

. Have you ever used this service? 

. Do you belong to any book clubs? How many? 

. How many books do you borrow from book clubs every month? 

. Do you buy any books? 

. Could you name the titles of some books which you have bought 
in the last twelve months? 

Is there a social or other club at your place of work? 

. If so, can you borrow books from it? 

. How much does membership in this club cost you? 

. Do you read a book because (underline the answer or answers 

which apply): (a) It has been recommended to you. (b) You 

have seen the film. (c) The film is coming. (d) You like the 

author. (e) The book has an attractive cover. (f) The title of 

the book sounds good. (g) You are interested in the subject 

of the book. (h) You have read a favourable review of the book. 

. Underline which of the following types of books you prefer: 

Western, detective, love stories, humorous, travel, biography, 

hobbies, sports, historical novels, New Zealand books, adventure. 

. Could you please name the authors or titles of some books which 

you have read and enjoyed in the last twelve months? 

. Do you like reading book reviews? 

. Do you prefer magazines to books? 

. Do you subscribe to any magazines regularly? Please name: 

. Do you read any of the following magazines? (Underline any you 

read occasionally; double underline any you read regularly.) 

Time, Reader’s Digest, New Zealand Listener, Auckland 

Weekly, Free Lance, Pix, Picture Post, Life, Tatler, Illustrated 

London News, World Affairs, Photoplay, Silver Screen, True 

Story, True Detective, True Confessions, Australian Women’s 

Weekly, New Idea, Popular Mechanics, New Statesman and 

Nation. 

. Name any other magazines which you read regularly. 

. How often do you read newspapers—regularly, sometimes, never? 

. Which feature do you read first? Next? 

. How often do you go to the pictures? (Underline where applic- 

able) Several times a week. Once a week. Only occasionally. 

Never. 

. Would you rather read the book or see the story filmed? 

- Do you listen to the radio regularly or only sometimes? 

- Do you prefer serials, talks, swing or classical music? List in 

order of preference. 
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5. Do you prefer the radio dramatization of a book to actually 
reading the book? 

j}. Have you read any books as a result of hearing plays on the 
radio? 

37. Can you name any titles of these? 

. In the United States, special provision is often made in public 
libraries for people in your age group. Would you welcome 
such a service in New Zealand libraries? 

Would the provision of a special room in a library, where any 
groups in which you were interested could meet, appeal to you? 

. Do you like talks about books? 

41. Would you like to hear a talk or talks about the facilities of your 
local public library? 

. What is your sex? mm... ¥F 

43. Use the remainder of the space for filling-in further names of 
books read if this is required. Or for further details of books 
which you have bought. Specify whether Bought or Read. 


DEPARTMENTAL LIBRARIES AND 
THE N.L.S. SCHEME 





A. G. Bagnall * 





On Ist SEPTEMBER, 1947, certain parts of the work of the 
libraries of Government Departments were brought into a 
scheme which, it was thought, would result in a more effi- 
cient service to such libraries, effect economies of time and 
money in the ordering and cataloguing of books, and develop 
a more closely integrated library system.? 

The various libraries of Government Departments, most 
of them in Wellington, but some situated in offices in differ- 
ent parts of the country, contain approximately 100,000 
volumes of books and serials, with a proportionate quantity 





* A. G. Bagnall is Librarian, National Library Centre. 

1 This outline is based on an address given to the June meeting of the 
Wellington Branch. Objections which were made to certain of Mr 
Bagnall’s points were mentioned in Wellington Branch Notes (New 
Zealand libraries 11 : 175-6 Jl 48). 
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of pamphlets and vertical file material. There are at least 
28 departments and branches, including the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research with its research stations 
and district offices, which employ full-time staffs. Others 
have no regular librarian, but a small collection of books, 
and a staff-member whose duties include their care. 

The libraries are, of course, constituted to serve primarily 
the needs of their own controlling administrations, and the 
material they contain will be collected (i) to give informa- 
tion on the work of the Department and related subjects, 
(ii) to provide material for the information sections of the 
Departments in which they exist, and (iii) to provide oppor- 
tunities for staff training. In addition, many of them, as far 
as policy permits, render assistance to the library movement 
as a whole. A number of them contain serials, reports and 
research materials available nowhere else in the country. 
Again, librarians must realize that the printed page is very 
far from being the last word on many problems, and it often 
happens that the answer to a question, if there is an answer, 
is known only to someone who has worked on it or on an 
associated problem. It is this combination of print, research, 
and administrative experience, which gives the libraries of 
certain Departments a definite place in our resources of 
knowledge. 


FARLY SUGGESTIONS 


It was an early appreciation of all these factors which, 
more than a generation ago, first gave rise to suggestions 
for some centralized administration of Departmental lib- 
raries. 

In 1919, to go no further back, Dr J]. Allan Thomson? 
proposed the amalgamation of the libraries of the (then) 
New Zealand Institute, the Wellington Philosophical So- 
ciety, and perhaps other societies, with the sectional libraries 
of Government Departments. While Dr Thomson continued 
to advocate the establishment of a central scientific library, 
others considered that work should be begun on a central 





2 In his ‘ Proposals for a Dominion scheme of libraries of science and 
technology’, The New Zealand journal of science and technology 
2 : 358-65 D ’19. 
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union catalogue, and this view resulted in Mr Gilbert 
Archey’s union list.® 


At a meeting in May, 1927, attended by Mr Atkinson, the 
Registrar of Patents, Dr ]. S. McLaurin, Dr J]. A. Thomson, 
Dr G. H. Scholefield and Dr E. Marsden, the central library 
was urged again, but nothing further seems to have been 
done, and, in 1932, the Wellington Branch of the New Zea- 
land Society of Civil Engineers suggested what was virtually 
a union catalogue of engineering and scientific literature, 
which plan was worked on during the next four years, until 
the matter was in 1936 referred to the Minister of Education 
in connection with the first suggestion for the establishment 
of a National Library. The union catalogue proposal was 
in part met by the New Zealand Library Association’s deci- 
sion in 1940 to build up a Union Catalogue of the major 
New Zealand libraries, including the more important ones 
in Departments. 


THE 1946 SURVEY 


Finally, in 1946, I made a survey of Departmental libraries 
for the Public Service Commissioner, to report on the possi- 


bility of obtaining a greater measure of co-operation between 
the libraries of Government Departments, and the 23 recom- 
mendations contained in my report included the following: 


1. That all book ordering from overseas be done through the 

National Library Service. 

That short courses be held for Departmental librarians at the 
Library School. 

That the National Library Service supply catalogue cards for all 
books ordered. 

That suitable storage accommodation be provided for library 
stock not in current demand. 

That the National Library Service 
(a) Supply accession lists .. . 
(b) Maintain a subject and title request service for Govern- 

ment Departments. 

(c) Make special loan collections available to Departments. 

That Departments confine their book purchasing to those sub- 
jects basic to their specific operations, decisions on this matter 





3 Archey, G. E., ed. Reference list of scientific periodicals in the 
libraries of New Zealand. Wellington, N.Z. Institute, 1927. 
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to be reached in collaboration with the National Library 
Service. 

7. That the technical librarian of the National Library Service in 
Wellington act as a library liaison officer between scientific 
and technical Departments on questions of coverage and 
availability. 

8. That all other questions arising from inter-departmental library 
co-operation be the responsibility of the Librarian of the 
National Centre. 

Objections were brought against the scheme by one or 
two of the larger Departments, arising mainly from three 
considerations: (1) the fear that the National Library Service 
would use its authority under the recommendations to re- 
strict library buying, (ii) the fear that there would be 
administrative delays, especially in the ordering of books, 
and (iii) the opinion that the adoption of the recommenda- 
tions would mean that Departments would be forced to lend 
books which they needed constantly. 


To remove any lingering doubts on the fear that the 
National Library Service would restrict Departmental buy- 
ing, final authority was explicitly given to the permanent 
head of each Department to order a book or serial. It was 
left open to the National Library Service to suggest that 
available copies be used if any were already in the system, 
but if it was thought by the Department concerned that a 
copy should be on hand in the Department, the order would 
go through. 


The inauguration of the scheme did see delays in the 
despatch of orders, although the handling of uniform orders 
in London and Washington must have saved time there. 
The situation has improved greatly in the last few months, 
however, and it is hoped that fortnightly ordering will 
remove any objections which remain on this score. Shortage 
of staff in the National Library Service (a condition not 
confined to that Service) has coincided with a remarkable 
increase in activity in Departmental libraries, and the 
National Library Service is now handling a volume of De- 
partmental ordering which has doubled, and in some cases 
trebled, since the scheme was proposed. 

The opinion that Departments would be forced to lend 
their books was quite safely met by leaving with the Depart- 
ment the responsibility for deciding which books could be 
made available. 
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THE SCHEME IN OPERATION 


The scheme, then, as introduced on Ist September, 1947, 
is: 

1. Ordering of books and periodicals: Except in certain 
cases, such as urgent local purchases, all orders are sent to 
the National Library Service, whence one uniform order goes 
to the Government agencies overseas. In some cases the 
National Library Service points out that a copy of a book or 
periodical ordered is already in the system, and suggests that 
it might be sufficient to borrow it, but the Department's 
decision is final. Incidental to this part of the scheme, the 
National Library Service is building up a most valuable 
record, supplementary to the Check List, of periodicals being 
currently taken by Departments. 

2. Accounting: At the beginning of the scheme, it was 
proposed that the National Library Service would claim from 
Departments by annual transfer voucher the amount spent 
on behalf of Departments. However, at the request of 
Treasury, all books are purchased on the National Library 
Service account, a special sub-head in the Estimates being 
provided for this purpose. Thus, all books bought for 
Government Departments are now, from an accounting point 
of view, National Library Service stock, but, in fact, the 
powers of Departments over their holdings are unchanged. 

3. Cataloguing: Periodicals are sent direct by publishers 
to Departments. Books are handled first by the National 
Library Service, where a Union Catalogue card is made, and 
a dictionary catalogue card, with tracings and Dewey classi- 
fication (where required by the Department). Books are 
then sent to the Departments with their cards. 

4. Request service: A special request service is now given 
to Departments. In the first 17 weeks of the current finan- 
cial year, 778 requests were satisfied by the National Library 
Service, and a further 139 were satisfied by borrowing from 
other libraries, either by means of Union Catalogue records, 
or through Book Resources. Many of these requests are of 
a very specialized nature, and demand a great deal of highly 
skilled searching; an unsatisfied request may entail some 
hours of work. 


5. Other services: Other features of the scheme include 
the circulation to Departments of periodicals which Depart- 
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ments do not wish to buy themselves, and the supply o 
selective lists of National Library Service accessions. 

Although there are certain desirable recommendations stil] 
not effected, such as the provision of central storage, and the 
training of Departmental librarians by short courses, the 
scheme has meant, despite its initial difficulties, an advance 
in library organization. 


LOWER HUTT ANNUAL REPORT 


SHOWS EFFECTS OF CAREFUL 
PLANNING 





P. Taylor 





LAST YEAR’S ANNUAL REPORT from Lower Hutt marked the 
change from the subscription system to free library service. Although 
the new service did not start until the day after the year reviewed 
was over, enough time had elapsed before the presentation of the 
report for the librarian to include the first three months in her com- 
ments. A description was given of the process of the change-over; 
statistics were produced showing that the first three months were 
successful and interesting ones; but the real value of the report lay 
in its vigorous enunciation of the principles followed, and in its 
forthright statement of future policy. 

This policy was last year candidly described as the ‘ free-and-rental ’ 
one. Broadly speaking, it was based on the belief that ‘a service of 
certain types of books was of great importance . . . whereas the service 
of another type—light reading to pass the time away—was not valuable 
in the same sense; that the latter could and should be commercialized 
within the library . . . whereas the former emphatically could not’. 
Outside Lower Hutt the rental collection policy attracted a great 
deal of attention; inside Lower Hutt, and particularly within the 
library, it was quite definitely subordinated to its free collection policy. 
The aim described in last year’s report was to build up the free 
collection on three main lines: books and periodicals for man as a 
worker and homemaker (popular technical books), as citizen (social 
issues), and as an imaginative individual (art, poetry, good fiction, 
and so on). In addition to this, the special needs of children and 
young adults were noted. The division was rather arbitrary, but it 
served as a guide for the coming year. 

Now the first full year has been reviewed in an equally interesting 
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report.1 There is a recapitulation of last year’s principles, and a more 
detailed explanation of them; the work of the year is examined by 
the standards set last year, and the statistics are given to support the 
daim that these principles have been followed. 

It is because Lower Hutt was preoccupied with providing and pro- 
noting worthwhile books and periodicals that the rental section was 
developed to cope with the demand for ephemeral material in a way 
that would not interfere with the library's main work. It was con- 
ended that readers could rightly expect to satisfy their demands at 
all levels within the library, but that the demands for light material 
would have to be satisfied at a price. Further, it was realized that 
because of advertising and other sales-promoting techniques employed 
in the publishing world, special techniques would have to be developed 
io hold the demand within governable limits, if the staff were not 
w be overburdened with caring for this section at the expense of the 
free collection. To hold the demand, therefore, list-toppers, including 
ephemeral non-fiction (e.g. ‘The Egg and I’) were placed in the 6d 
collection; to satisfy the demand, even at this price, extensive dupli- 
cation (up to 36 copies, we understand, for ‘ Vail d’Alvery’) was car- 
ried out. This duplication freed the staff from the burden of heavy 
reserving for substandard material, and this in turn permitted the 
reduction of the reserve fee to ld, encouraging readers to reserve 
worthwhile material. 

Lower Hutt has faced the charge that by including in the rental 
collection books of no value, and duplicating them, standards of read- 
ing are lowered, and worthless books are promoted. This report gives 
substantial evidence that the charge is unfounded. 

The statistics for Lower Hutt, in common with those of other 
libraries in the first year of free service, show a steep increase in 
registrations and in issues. What is less common, and therefore more 
pleasing to see, is the note given in the body of the report: *. . . there 
is nothing very commendable about attracting new borrowers and 
achieving a large circulation if this is done by furnishing books of 
known popularity. We know only too well that the books which can 
assist the enquirer most are those which normally escape his notice; 
that what is most popular tends unfortunately to prove the most 
ephemeral ’. 

Issue statistics for this past year are therefore analysed, not in the 
conventional division of Dewey classes, but according to the standards 
set for free and rental circulation. For comparison, the figures for 
1946/7 have been divided to show the estimated proportion of standard 
and sub-standard material (an estimate based, it is understood, on a 
sample taken prior to the change-over). The result shows that, while 
standard material has increased (non-fiction approximately 74%, fiction 
approximately 84%), the issue of rental material (light fiction plus 
‘frothier’ non-fiction and light magazines) has remained approxim- 
ately the same as before the library went free. At the same time, the 





1 Lower Hutt Municipal library. Lower Hutt—first free year (report 
for the year ended 31st March, 1948. Lower Hutt, Municipal 
corporation, 1948. 
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number of borrowers increased from 3,285 to 5,902. 

These figures prove that Lower Hutt is justifying the change-over 
by building up a service which is quite different from the one given 
under the old subscription method, and justifying, too, the Council's 
policy of making good financial support (approximately £5,000) avail. 
able for it. None of the Council allocation goes to the rental collec. 
tion. On the contrary, an estimate of the administration costs, includ. 
ing staffing, of this section has been made, and charged against the 
rental receipts. It is clear that the library which manages to build 
up its free service while restricting it to worthwhile material is very 
much the exception. 

In the description of the kind of material considered worth promot. 
ing, the comments on the division of stock into free and rental are 
particularly important to the whole policy: ‘ The great fiction authors 
of the past and present have a much more pervasive, enduring and 
civilizing influence than, say, the writers of light biography, travel and 
political reportage. . . . It is not our policy to boost our free fiction 
by assuring people that they will like what will in fact often bewilder 
them. We do, however, find that by individual assistance and a 
physically attractive collection, serious authors like Forster, Henry 
James, Dostoevskii, Flaubert, Katherine Mansfield, Kafka, are finding 
an increasingly appreciative audience; while such established classics 
as Jane Austen and Dickens have to be duplicated solidly to keep 
pace with the demand’. With such a standard, the circulation figure 
for free fiction (44,281) is a tribute to the policy. 

In the section dealing with the attempts to build up the non-fiction 
stock, it is noted that the division of accessions into Dewey classes 
corresponds in proportion with the requests filled from National Lib- 
rary Service. This coincidence was apparently detected only when the 
figures were analysed in preparation for the report, but it would seem 
that the stock is being built up as the demands are made known. It 
could also be claimed that the supply of certain books increases the 
demand for that type of book. Potential demand can often be as- 
sessed only by first supplying the material. The two factors, supply 
and demand, obviously grow with each other. 

Supplementing the general survey, several tables of statistics are 
given. Some of these are on apparently original bases: the turnover 
of different sections of stock, its composition and distribution, revenue 
and expenditure, the balance sheet for the rental sub-account, in 
addition to the detailed analyses already mentioned, and the usual 
tables giving population, registration, and so on. 

The report gives play to exuberance at times, but with some justi- 
fication, particularly as this exuberance is tempered throughout with 
a sober examination of the library’s shortcomings and difficulties. In 
general, it could be said that an annual report of any public library 
should be presented in such a way that it will inform the local 
authority of the activities of the year, give a clear statement of the 
policy in operation, evaluate the service, and show the way it should 
continue. Lower Hutt’s report qualifies on all these counts, and in 
addition makes an interesting contribution to the literature of librarian- 
ship in New Zealand. 
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STANDING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Summary of Meeting held on 22 July 1948 


Present: E. M. Gilmer (in the chair), G. T. Alley, M. S. Fleming, 
H. G. Miller, C. S. Perry, W. S. Wauchop and the Secretary. 

Index to New Zealand Periodicals: A satisfactory proof sheet of a 
page of entries had been received from the ‘ Napier Daily Telegraph’, 
and the quotation for printing had therefore been accepted. The 
work had been started, and the first galley proofs had come to hand. 


Widows’ benefits under Local Authorities Superannuation Scheme: 
It was resolved that a letter be sent to the Secretary of the National 
Superannuation Fund Board, stating the view of the Association as set 
out in the followign resolution passed by the 1948 Conference: ‘ That 
it be a recommendation to Council that steps be taken to ensure that 
widows’ benefits under the local authorities’ superannuation scheme 
be brought into line with the benefits provided for widows of members 
of the Public Service, the Railways Department and the Post and 
lelegraph Department under the consolidated Superannuation Act 
passed at the last session of Parliament.’ 


Collection and Publication of Annual Statistics: After consideration 
of the recommendation made to Council by the 1948 Conference, 
‘That machinery be set up to collect and publish uniform annual 
statistics from New Zealand libraries’, it was resolved that Mr McEI- 
downey, in conjunction with the office, be asked to prepare forms for 
the collection of statistics for submission to Council at its next meeting, 
and that the matter of publication be referred to Council. 


Unesco-Ifla International Summer School for Librarians: The Secre- 
tary reported that an International Summer School for Librarians 
would be held in Great Britain from 2nd to 28th September, 1948. 
The school would be limited to approximately fifty participants, who 
should be potential leaders in library development in their own coun- 
tries, particularly in public library work, and applications had been 
invited from New Zealand. Efforts were made to obtain someone 
suitable to represent the N.Z.L.A., but it was not felt that the Asso- 
ciation would be justified in sending anyone to England for the short 
time for which the school was planned. 


International Federation of Library Associations: It was decided 
that no action be taken with regard to the 14th meeting of the Inter- 
national Library Committee, to be held in London from 20th to 24th 
September, pending a decision about the Association’s membership 
at a reduced subscription. 

N.Z.L.A. Rules: The Association had been notified that the approval 
of amendments by the Registrar of Incorporated Societies was not 
necessary. The question of printing 1,000 copies of the Rules, includ- 
ing Standing Orders, was discussed, and it was decided to hold the 
matter over for consideration by Council in September. 


Standing Committees: Mr H. Roth was appointed to the Standing 
Ig! 
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Committee on Librarians’ Salaries, Conditions and Qualifications, in 
place of Miss F. J. Paul, who was unable to accept appointment. 


Proposed Local Authorities Section: Mr Forsyth Barr had agreed by 
letter that the Section should be formed within the Rules of the Asso- 
ciation, and suggested that the first meeting of the proposed Section 
should be held the day before the next Conference. His offer to 
prepare draft rules for submission to Council on 2nd September was 
accepted. 


Cover and Advertisements for ‘New Zealand Libraries’: A recom- 
mendation from the Bulletin Committee, that the finding of adver. 
tisements for ‘ New Zealand libraries’ be entrusted to an advertising 
agency, was accepted, and the Bulletin Committee was authorized to 
make arrangements for issuing ‘New Zealand libraries’ in a cover, 
and to accept suitable advertisements, on condition that at least £24 
be received by the Association from advertisements each year in 
addition to the cost of the cover. It was decided to refer to Council 
the question of making use of advertising to cover the total cost of 
the bulletin. 


Who's Who in New Zealand Libraries: Consideration was given to 
a recommendation from the Bulletin Committee that, in view of the 
fact that registration of librarians was not yet established, a ‘ Who's 
who in New Zealand libraries’ be compiled and cyclostyled now. It 
was decided to ask the Bulletin Committee for a draft form to be 
used as a basis for enquiry, and an estimate of the cost of compilation 
and publication, the matter to be referred to Council at its next 
meeting. 


Conference Proceedings: Mr Alley reported that Mr Sage had been 
appointed Hon. Editor of the Proceedings of the 1948 Conference. 


REVIEWS 


Rodda, Linda Norma (McKenzie) comp. Calendar of Dr T. M. 
Hocken’s personal letters and documents preserved in the Hocken 
library, Otago University. Dunedin, Otago university library, 1948. 
vii, 62p. 32cm. Mimeographed. 


This is, I think, the first calendar published in New Zealand, and 
it is pleasing to be able to find no fault with it. Mrs Rodda has had 
experience in more than one important historical collection, and she 
has given scholarly treatment to material which might easily have been 
considered unworthy of such care. She has set a fine standard for 
future work of the same kind. Using the sound methods outlined by 
J. C. Fitzpatrick in the Library of Congress pamphlet, ‘ Notes on the 
care, cataloguing, calendaring and arranging of manuscripts’ (3rd ed. 
1934) Mrs Rodda has produced on a small scale a good model for a 
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\ast quantity of work which awaits in New Zealand the attention of 
archive personnel. Turning to the contents of the documents—which 
is of course quite beside the point—I was interested in the references 
0 the papers of the New Zealand Company, held by the Colonial 
Office and the Public Record Office. It was in June 1902 that Dr 
Hocken first asked permission to explore this interesting deposit. 
His first reception was not encouraging. A year later, having examined 
the whole of the Company’s papers, he startled the Colonial Office 
with a request that they should be transferred to the New Zealand 
Government. That was easily baulked for want of a precedent, but a 
special order was made in 1994 to enable such transfers to the 
Dominion archives. Then his opinion was asked as to which papers 
should be transferred. He thought all should come, but for the con- 
sideration of bulk. At this point, however, a difference developed, 
and in the end, as we know, New Zealand received only those docu- 
ments which Dr Hocken had classified ‘n’importe’. This calendar 
shows how useful such a finding tool can be for the historian and 
research student. Mrs Rodda and the Otago University Library are 
to be congratulated on its publication. 
——G.HS. 


International federation of library associations. Repertoire des asso- 
ciations de bibliothecaires membres de la Federation internationale, 
4me. ed. La Haye, Martinus Nijhoff, 1948. 

This useful handbook, which was last issued in 1938, gives up-to-date 
information about the 44 library associations, in 33 different countries, 
which belong to the International Federation of Library Associations. 
In most cases the information includes the association’s name and 
address, its date of formation, its aims, the composition and number 
of its membership, office-holders, activities and publications, and _ its 
budget. In addition, there are to be found the officers of the Inter- 
national Federation, and the personnel of its sub-committees, and, in 
a series of appendices, its rules (in French and English), the rules for 
the award of the Prix T.P. Sevensma to the authors of books on 
librarianship, rules for international borrowing, and a provisional list 
of libraries which have accepted these rules. This last, which is in 
separate pamphlet form, includes the New Zealand National Library 
Service. 

—W.J.McE. 
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THE PREVALENCE OF WITCHES 


THEIR APPEARANCE IN THE 
LIBRARY JOURNAL 





Bryan Hood 





THE NEW BOOKS APPRAISAL SECTION (Advance 
Evaluations) of the Library Journal is possibly used by quite 
a number of New Zealand libraries as a book selection aid. 
Users of the Library Journal would appear to need to exer- 
cise some caution. 


In the Book Review Digest, March 1948, p. 31, I noticed 
an entry for Prevalence of Witches, by Aubrey Menen. The 
contents of the book were described by the H. W. Wilson 
Co. with accuracy, and there followed extracts from four 
reviews. The first of these was from the Library Journal 
73 : 337 F 15°48, and is as follows: ‘ Recommended only for 
large libraries specializing in material on India’. 


I found this statement difficult to understand, as I had 
recently read the novel, which seemed to me an amusing, if 
perhaps uneven, satire on contemporary morals and ideas, 
set in a mythical state called Limbo, which, the author 
indicated, was a remote part of India. Much of the novel 
called to mind the earlier works of Evelyn Waugh. As a 
first novel I consider it an excellent job well worth adding 
to the fiction collection of any New Zealand public library. 
There was little resemblance, however, to any aspect of life 
in India, and nothing approaching subject value in the book 
except as an example of satire, which, it was plainly observ- 
able, was the author’s purpose. A recent reviewer in the 
New Republic stated that Prevalence of Witches ‘is about 
India in the same way that The Mikado is about Japan’. 

On turning back to the reference in the Library Journal, 
I found that my fears were realised, and that it was most 
unlikely that the reviewer even bothered to read the book. 
The last sentence of the review, which has been quoted 
above, is a most misleading and false suggestion to librarians. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


ESTHER GLEN MEDALS PRESENTED 


The Esther Glen medals for 1945 and 1947 were presented to Miss 
stella (‘ Book of Wiremu ") Morice and Mr A. W. (* Myths and legends 
of Maoriland’’) Reed respectively, at the Wellington Central Library, 
on the 22nd July. Mrs E. M. Knox Gilmer, presenting the medals, 
sessed that the Association intended that no awards should be made 
to second-rate books which happened to be the best in their years. 

The principal speaker at the gathering, Mr W. J. Scott, said that 
the meeting had two purposes, to give awards for good work, and to 
give publicity to the need for good New Zealand children’s books, and 
so to encourage similar work. He remarked on the distance between 
early children’s books, with their determination to lecture and in- 
struct, and Miss Morice’s richly sensuous and happy ‘Wiremu’. Chil- 
dren now had straightforward books of information, on the one hand, 
and plain stories, simply written, on the other. ‘Wiremu’ and the 
‘Myths and legends’ were the stories. New Zealand should now 
produce their factual counterparts. 

Among those at the meeting was Mrs Glen Sage, Miss Glen’s sister. 


MULTILINGUAL DICTIONARY OF LIBRARIANSHIP 


Unesco hopes to publish during 1948 a multilingual dictionary of 
librarianship, which was being prepared before the war by IFLA and 
the International Institute of Intellectual Co-operation, under the 
editorship of the late Henri Lemaitre. 


SUPPLY OF MATERIAL 


A question asked at Conference, ‘Can the Association do anything 
nore in the way of speeding up supplies, especially with reference to 
materials required for repairs of books?’ was referred to the Hon. 
Secretary for a published reply. The Hon. Secretary has stated that the 
Council realizes the importance to libraries of being supplied with 
sufficient book cloth for repairs and binding, although there is a limit 
to what members could expect the Association to do. Supplies have 
been imported by the Association on two occasion for distribution to 
members. The difficulties of importing have, however, increased, and 
recent attempts have been unsuccessful. Council has decided to order 
a limited supply of cloth locally, and this should be available within 
a few months. ‘The Annual Directory of Supplies,’ which is obtain- 
able from the Secretary, aims at keeping members informed as to sup- 
ply houses. 


LIBRARY SCHOOL 


Up to thirty students will be accepted for the fourth professional 
course, which will begin on 7th February, 1949, and go through to 
26th November. Of this number, a proportion may again take a 
short professional course, beginning on 23rd May, if they qualified for 
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the N.Z.L.A. General Certificate before 31st March, 1948. The pros. 
pectus and application forms are available from the Director, Library 
School, National Library Service, Private Bag, Welington, or from the 
Librarians of the Auckland, Victoria, and Canterbury University Col 
leges and the University of Otago. Applicants will be interviewed jin 
Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, and Dunedin in October, Novem 
ber, or early December. 


PARTIAL ECLIPSE 


Subscribers to the ‘Cumulative Book Index’ will have learnt by now 
that from the Ist of January next the Index will list only books 
published in the United States and Canada. One or two interesting 
sidelights occur in the page and a quarter statement issued by the 
Wilson Company. ‘The rising cost of books must be causing American 
librarians some concern, if we can judge from the celerity with whic: 
they grasped at the alternative. It is surprising, and a little dis- 
heartening, to learn what little use is made of the C.B.I. outside 
North America, which contains seven-eighths of the subscribers 
Perhaps more use by outsiders would have produced a different 
decision. 

The Wilson Company hastens to defend itself against a charge ol 
‘isolationism’, but for whatever reason, the fact obstinately remains 
that here is another barrier to the free flow of books. The particular 
result is that librarians have to fall back on ‘ Whitaker's Cumulative 
Book List’ and the ‘ English Catalogue of Books’, whose faults are 
well-known, or soon will be to those who have avoided using them 
in the past. It seems that librarians must seize the first favourable 


opportunity to press forward some scheme for an international cata 
logue of books such as L. R. McColvin has proposed. The C.B.I 
went a long way towards this; its defection leaves the field open for 
an even better attempt. 


EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 


A programme is being worked out by Unesco for the exchange of 
librarians, interneships and travel grants, says the 1947 report of 
Unesco’s Director General. Also, following a proposal by the Educa- 
tion Committee of the International Federation of Library Associa- 
tions, plans are in preparation for an International Seminar for 
Librarians, particularly public librarians, to be held in 1948. 

A survey has been started of existing library schools, their curricula 
and the qualities of their degrees and diplomas, particularly in those 
countries which, because of the war or the undeveloped state of their 
library services, are seriously short of trained personnel. The records 
compiled as a result of this survey will be incorporated in Unesco's 
Central Documentation with a view to their possible publication. 


PERSONAL 


Otago University: Mrs L. Rodda, M.A., has completed her special 
cataloguing work in the Hocken Library for the time being, and 
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departed for England with her husband, Dr Rodda, who is taking a 
post-graduate medical course. 


Miss E. J. Robinson, M.A., Chief Cataloguer, has also departed for 
England on 12 months’ leave of absence, to study special library 
methods. During her absence, Ronald Malcolm, B.A., has replaced 
Jean McGill (resigned) in the Hocken Library. New part-time assist- 
ants include June Gordon and Joy Child. 


National Library Service: Appointments: Mr J. P. Sage, Chief of 
the Order Department; Mr H. O. Roth, Chief of the Catalogue De- 
partment. Resignation: Mrs P Kempthorne, better known to members 
as Miss M. Webster. 


BRANCH NOTES 


AUCKLAND 


ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS yet held by the 
Auckland Branch took place on June 2nd, when delegates to the 
Napier Conference gave their impressions. Those to speak were Mr 
J. W. Kealy, Mr John Barr and Misses D. Lyon, R. Sangar, B. Kerr- 
Hislop and L. Holdsworth. After an introduction by Mr Kealy, the 
speakers each dealt with a different aspect of the Conference giving 
those of us who were not there a complete picture of what took place. 
In conclusion, Mr Barr said that although the Conference had not 
been as dynamic as that at Christchurch or as epoch-making as that 
held at Wanganui, its value to the practising librarian could be 
measured in the very pertinent and well presented speeches given by 
the delegates. 

Mr Kealy was congratulated upon his election to the office of 
President of the N.Z.L.A. and the meeting concluded with general 
discussion and supper. 

Another well-attended meeting was held on July 14th, when Mr 
arr gave an address entitled ‘ Making the Book’. This covered every 
aspect of book production from the MS to the completed volume and 
each stage of the work was illustrated by an actual example. This 
was greatly appreciated by the many students present taking the 
Training Course. 


OTAGO 


THE ANNUAL MEETING of the Branch was held on Wednesday, 
March $lst. The business was to elect officers for the ensuing year. 
Our chairman for 1948 is Mr B Dowling; Secretary, Mr D. Borchardt; 
Misses Fache, Glasson, Laverty, Voller, and Mrs Coxhead are on the 
committee. Branch correspondent, Miss F. Miller. 


197 





The meeting concluded with a report on the last Council Meeting, 
given by Mr Harris. 

A meeting of the Branch was held on Wednesday, June 16th. 
Miss L. Voller gave an interesting and comprehensive account of the 
Annual Conference held at Napier. 


REPORT ON THE AMERICANS 


A RECENT REPORT TO HIS TAXPAYERS by the librarian of a 
well-known and respected American library contains the following 
passage which appears to mirror the times: 

‘Many readers make a real effort to crack the Russian enigma by 
studying the history of the country and the characteristics of its people, 
as well as by reading the current books relating to Russia. Many 
copies of Edward H. Carr’s The Soviet Impact on the Western World, 
John Fischer's Why They Behave Like Russians, and Victor Krav- 
chenko’s I Chose Freedom were in constant use. 

‘In conformance with its democratic character, the Library keeps 
material on both sides of every question, but the disguised form of 
some of the Russian propaganda gives us concern. Earl Browder is 
known by every newspaper reader to be an avowed Communist, and 
his War and Peace with Russia will be read in the light of that 
knowledge. It is not so, however, with many of the committees which 
have adopted names connoting one-hundred-per-cent Americanism, but 
whose publications reflect quite different attitudes. The Library has 
endeavoured to identify these subversive but patriotically named organ- 
izations, and it bans their publications from the open shelves where 
they might attract unsuspecting readers. These publications are pre- 
served, however, in the Reference Department.’ 


ELECTION OF COUNCIL 


NOMINATIONS CALLED 


Nominations for eight ordinary members of Council will be received 
not later than 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 17th November, 1948. Nomina- 
tions should be addressed to the Secretary, and should be accompanied 
by relevant biographical information. Nomination forms may be 
obtained from the Secretary. 
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CORRECTION 


The review of ‘ History and Bibliography’, published in last month's 
bulletin (p. 171), contains a typographical error which would seem to 
imply a reflection on the quality of the articles in Historical studies: 
\ustralia and New Zealand’. The section of the second sentence in 
the second paragraph which reads, *. . . and the small local history 
hammered out with more devotion and skill . . ." should of course 


read, ‘. . . and the small local history hammered out with more devo- 


tion than skill...’ 
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Our forthcoming Bibliographical Catalogue of 


NEW ZEALAND BOOKS PRINTS 
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is almost ready for the printers 


We should be glad to hear from Librarians, who would 
care for a copy and who may not be registered with us. 
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HOW the bookseller can 
help the Librarian 


GENERAL STOCK 


comprises a wide variety of books on all subjects and 
we can usually be of help in building up special sections 
in library stock. We at present have particularly good 
stocks for example of these subjects: 


(1) Art (2) Crafts (3) Gardening 
(4) Agricultural Science (5) Chess (6) Typography 


FICTION STOCK 


is extensive. We are endeavouring to keep a good selec- 
tion of the authors of the N.Z. Library Association’s list 
of “A” fiction beside a wide range of lighter fiction. We 
also watch for and stock good new fiction by new authors 
as reviewed in the Times Literary Supplement, New 
Statesman, Listener, etc. . . . for the older fiction we try 
to stock some good library editions as well as Everyman 
and similar series, 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


for Libraries are a special concern. We have built up a 
considerable stock of good titles, having in mind such 
guides as Junior Books and the reviews in Junior Book- 
shelf. School libraries, both primary and secondary, are 
always in mind in buying. 


NEW BOOKS 


are constantly arriving and many of them of course 
reach New Zealand at the same time as the reviews. 
Libraries requiring, immediately after publication, new 
books on arts, social sciences, literature, agricultural 
science and fiction (among others) would do well to check 
our stock. 


* In certain circumstances we are willing to send selections 


of books regularly on approval. We are always willing 
to send lists, 


PAUL’S BOOK ARCADE 
LIMITED 





